
WATCH THE VIDEO AND ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ABOUT VALENTINE’S DAY
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· What happened in the pagan festival in mid-February?

...................................................................................................................................................

· When was the pagan festival “made” Christian?
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· According to the legend, when did Saint Valentine live?
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· Why were Claudius’ armies half-hearted and homesick?
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· What did Father Valentine find unjust?

...................................................................................................................................................

· How did he defy the emperor?
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· When he was in prison, what did the couples he saw give him?
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· Who did Father Valentine fall in love with?
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· When was he executed?
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· How many flowers and heart-shaped boxes of candy bought on Valentine’s Day in America?
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VALENTINE’S DAY: ANSWERS

· How is Valentine’s Day best celebrated?

In pairs

· When did the festivity start?

not clear / might have its origins in Early Christian Church in Ancient Rome 

· What happened in the pagan festival in mid-February?
1. Animal sacrifice
2. Slapping of young women with strips of animal (to restore fertility for the coming year)
· When was the pagan festival “made” Christian?

In the 5th century

· According to the legend, when did Saint Valentine live?

3rd century a.d. (under emperor Claudius)

· Why were Claudius’ armies half-hearted and homesick?

because they spent long periods of time far from their homes and families.

· What did Father Valentine find unjust?

the fact that the emperor banned marriages

· How did he defy the emperor?

by marrying young lovers in secret

· When he was in prison, what did the couples he saw give him?

flowers and notes (as a symbol of gratitude)

· Who did Father Valentine fall in love with?

his prisoner’s daughter

· When was he executed?

on 14th February

· How many flowers and heart-shaped boxes of candy bought on Valentine’s Day in America?

flowers: 180 million (red roses)


candy: 36 million boxes[image: image2.jpg]




